[image: image1.jpg]


BAIR MIDDLE SCHOOL BAND PROGRAM  [image: image2.jpg]



BMS BAND POLICY AND PROCEDURES 2016-2017

Grading:
-10% comes from Practice Records, which are to be turned in by the last school day of week for credit. All members must have at least 30 minutes a day and/or 3 hours and 30 minutes for the week in order to receive credit. Students will need 7 of 9 weeks completed for full credit as weeks 8 and 9 in the 9-week grading period/quarter will be for extra credit if deemed necessary by the director.
-20% comes from Classroom Participation/Musicianship & Care of Instrument, which revolves around having general decorum and respect for the director and program as well as daily preparedness in order to play properly. Students are to not leave their horns at home, bring food or drinks of any kind into the band room, leave their horns in another class or on campus, or mistreat/neglect them in any way. Not playing in class due to leaving instrument at home or misplacing it on campus/elsewhere will automatically result in an automatic zero for the day. 
-70% comes from Playing/Testing, as student will be graded based on their “Standard of Excellence” band method books, scales with arpeggios, how well they sound individually as well as together in their respective sections, concert performances, and overall playing caliber of each song in the repertoire as an ensemble. Testing will take place in class every Thursday unless otherwise changed (e.g., No School/Early Release/Professional Development) and chair placement in Beginning Band will be determined weekly by the students playing the exercises in their SOE band book the best. This will be based on all benchmark requirements of CPALMS Florida Standards. Each 9th week of the grading period will be for makeups as students will be presented w/the opportunity to retake any previous playing test that's an 89% B+ and below during class time until 4:45 P.M. of the end of that week when grades are closed in Pinnacle  (e.g., Wed. @ 4:45 P.M. before Early Release on Thurs., Thurs. @ 4:45 P.M. before Teacher Work Day on Friday). Students that earn an “A” for the quarter are exempt and encouraged to either work on their own music to advance their skills or concentrate on their core classes that do not offer test makeups/retakes to improve their grades overall.
After School Band Session:
In order to create, maintain, and expand success, the importance of continuous improvement is stressed by students being allowed retakes on any playing test that’s an 89% B+ or lower every Tuesday through Thursday after school in the band room from 2:45-3:45 P.M, starting the 2nd week of school in August 2016. This means that no matter how much students struggles on a playing test in class, they always have the opportunity to retake it as many times as needed--on their own time after school--in order to earn an A. Students that either refuse to take a playing test in class or forget to bring their instrument the day of the test (every Thursday) will not only receive an automatic zero, but also have a zero in their Classroom Participation/Musicianship/Care of Instrument and will not be allowed to makeup said test for the quarter at all. All students must be prepared to test no matter how often or little they practice. The band room is also available for individual/sectional practicing for BMS Band Members only. However, should anyone is found or reported horse-playing, excessively talking, excessively texting/talking on their smartphone, using any foul/inappropriate language, harassing/bullying/inappropriately touching any other band member, or directly disobeying the director, clinician, or student volunteers from Piper HS, they will be immediately asked to pack their belongings and go home. Time is being given voluntarily after school to ensure a safe, protective environment that promotes musicianship, unity, and teamwork in the program, not to serve as a hangout spot where nothing productive occurs.
Performances:
Being the performing arts, it is without question that the band, whether through individuals or as a whole, performs in front of audiences to showcase their talent and gain experience to grow from in the fine arts. The following are mandatory performances that all BMS Band Members must attend:
· Winter Concert (Wednesday, December 21, 2016 at 6PM in the Cafeteria/auditorium; 400-pt. Midterm exam)
· FBA District 15 Solo & Ensemble MPA  (Friday and Saturday, May 5 & 6th, 2017 at Ramblewood MS from 5PM-8PM on Friday and from 8AM-5PM on Saturday; 300-pt. exam for Advanced members in Periods 2 & 5)
· Spring Concert (Tentative date to be held in late May 2017 at 6PM in the Cafeteria/auditorium; 400-pt. Final exam)

Parents/Guardians, please plan ahead and make the necessary adjustments to your schedules so that your child can rehearse and perform after school (when announced in advance) as no one should put in months or years of hard work, commitment, and sacrifice only to have the chance to perform missed out because a ride wasn’t secured or you found out at the last second, so carpooling is always encouraged. Any student that fails to perform at the Winter or Spring Concert without a valid, legitimate reason (e.g. death in the family, out of town, religious obligations, family emergency, injury or illness, family business,) will automatically fail the 2nd or 4th Quarter respectively as they are 400-point exams. Please notify the director ahead of time, not the day of, unless it is an extreme emergency that requires immediate attention.
BMEA All-County Band: 

BMEA All-County Band Auditions are held in November at Nova MS in Davie. This is a one-time event and parents/guardians shouldn't alter their schedules until it's confirmed that your child has made this prestigious ensemble. Audition material for All-County Band will be available in August for those returning members that didn't get it in May/June. Should any student make All-County Band, they will have several rehearsals at Nova MS and a rehearse-a-thon/performance at the Coral Springs Center for the Arts on January 30, 2017. All students auditioning should have at least one year of playing experience to audition. Transportation to and from the rehearsals/performances are strictly provided by parents/guardians.
BMEA Young Musicians Honor Band:
Nominations for the Broward YMHB are given at the end of the 1st/start of the 2nd Quarter. The top five beginners in the program that not only have the highest grade average in class, but also demonstrate discipline and dedication in their practicing habits, attitude, cooperation in helping others, and maintaining excellent grades throughout their classes will be nominated to represent BMS in the county's honor band. This group will showcase the top beginners from public/private/charter middle school band programs in Broward. They will have several rehearsals after school at Nova MS and a rehearse-a-thon/performance at the Coral Springs Center for the Arts on February 9, 2017. Transportation to and from the rehearsals/performance are strictly provided by parents/guardians.
Remind:
This app is used to send text messages out to all students and parents for any news, events, or updates in the program in order to stay informed. No one else will have access to your number, so no one will be sent any spam or unwanted ads at all:

-BMS Band—Text @bairmsband to 81010
Rental Contracts:
Only students that have turned in their contracts and $20 cash to be given to the director in person or online payment for school-rented horns can take them home to practice and improve their skills. Online rentals of school instruments can be found at osp.browardschools.com. Students have 30 calendar days from the issue date (including no school and weekends) to return their horn in order to receive a refund. No refunds are given after 30 calendar days, even if the student gets a schedule change or withdraws/transfers to another school. For Summer rentals, returning students must be in either the 6th or 7th Grade to rent their horn for $10 cash to the director in person. Once you have paid for the Summer, it's the responsibility of the student and family to keep up w/maintaining the horn in proper playing condition (All County Music, M.A.E., or Music Tech Studios for repairs). All Summer rentals must be returned during the first week of school ASAP, whether or not the student has been placed in a Band class for the academic school year.
Uniforms For Performances:
All BMS Beginning Band members will wear Band polo shirt, black dress pants, black belt, black/dark-colored dress socks, and black dress shoes/black flats for the Winter and Spring Concerts on campus. Concert Band members will wear white dress shirt with long sleeves, black bowtie/orange tie, black dress pants, black belt, black/dark-colored dress socks, and black dress shoes/black flats. White dress shirts and black dress pants must be provided by the parent/guardian. There will be no exceptions to this rule as uniformity is vital to an overall excellent performance onstage.
However, students will have the opportunity to dress up at FBA MS Solo & Ensemble MPA, where they’re required to wear their nicest, neatest, professional attire to enhance their overall playing experience. No sneakers, jeans, flip flops, bandanas, tank tops, denim shorts, t-shirts, or hats allowed at all.
Friday Night Band Night w/Piper HS Band of Pride:
As part of the mentoring program that Mr. Jackson and I shall establish this year, students will be able to attend a football game to experience “Friday Night Lights” at Piper HS.  There, students will meet with Piper HS Band Director Mr. Kervens Jackson and various members of the band to set up the mentoring program, as well as play along with the band in the stands and observe the halftime shows on the field. More details to come in September and this free event will be for all Concert Band and 8th Graders heading to high school next year.

Band Picture Day: 

This event will take place between February-March and students will have all day, from 9:15-3:45 PM, to have their pictures taken for individual photos as well as the annual portrait by Prestige Digital Imaging. All Beginning Band members will wear band  polo and black dress pants, while all Concert Band members will wear white dress shirt with long sleeves, black bowtie/orange tie, and black dress pants to look as conservative, neat, professional, and presentable as possible. Band uniforms don't have to be worn the entire day of school, so please bring a change of clothes.

Parking: 
For any after school events that do not involve performances such as ASBS, please pick the students up at the front of the school. This would mean a lot to both the director and the faculty/staff. 
FIRST BAND BOOSTER MEETING:

The 1st Band Parent meeting will take place on during the first two weeks of school in the band room or cafeteria depending on the turnout. BBMs will periodically take place throughout the school year.

Thank you for your time and let’s do all that we can to make the Band as successful and rewarding as possible.

Respectfully Yours,

Mr. Corey Curtis, 

Band Director at Bair Middle School
